Art. II.? -THE TRIAL OF ROBERT PATE.
Since the publication of the last Number of our Journal, a trial of great importance has taken place, involving the elucidation of points of interest to all medical jurists and psychologists. A man, who once had the honour of holding her Majesty's Commission, has been arraigned at the Central Criminal Court for the commission of a most cowardly assault upon the Queen. In one of the most public thoroughfares in the metropolis, in the open face of day, and whilst surrounded by her children a person, having the exterior of a gentleman, had the audacity to strike her Majesty with a cane across the face with sufficient severity to leave behind perceptible marks of his brutal and cruel violence ! At the trial, an attempt was made to obtain this man's acquittal on the ground of insanity; but the judge and jury indignantly repudiated the plea, and Pate was accordingly sentenced to seven years transportation ! It is our wish to direct the particular attention of our readers to this case.
In the first, and in subsequent numbers of this Journal, we have fully discussed the question of criminal insanity. It will therefore be unnecessary for us to enter again into any detailed exposition of the principles which, in our judgment, should guide those entrusted with the grave responsibility of deciding as to the existence of'insanity in any given case of crime.
The plea of insanity is one of the most important that can be urged in a court of justice in extenuation of the criminal acts of individuals. It should never be advanced except in clear and obvious cases, Avhere little or no doubt can be entertained as to the existence, not only of derangement of mind, but of derangement of such a hind, and to such a degree, as to justify the immediate admission of the fact, and the necessary and consequent acquittal of the prisoner. The greatest caution should be exercised in the use of the plea, and medical men especially engaged in the study of mental diseases ought, above all others, to be particularly upon their guard in giving evidence in these cases, exhibiting a jealousy lest their opinions should be used for the purpose of shielding great criminals from the legal penalties awarded as a punishment for serious inroads upon the recognised laws which bind society together. In matters of this kind, the public and profession naturally place a high value upon the experience and judgment of men Avhose peculiar studies and opportunities of obtaining a practical insight into the morbid phenomena of the human mind, sj)ecially qualify them for the elucidation of difficult points connected with criminal insanity. If 
